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BY THE NUMBERS

EDGARDO DEFORTUNA
The legendary real estatedeveloper takes countofhis successes

ByANDREW SESSA

B
UENOSAires-born,Miami-basedEdgardoDefortunaestablishedFortune Interna-
tional in 1983, growing it intooneofSouthFlorida’s largest independentlyowned real
estate firms.Today, it handlesprimaryand secondary sales, plus financing,management
anddevelopment.That last deep-pocketeddivisionwill soondebutSouthFloridahot
spots in affiliationwithAubergeResorts andHydenightclubs, aswell asJadeSignature,
a57-story condo tower inSunny IslesBeachdesignedbyPritzkerPrize-winningSwiss
architectsHerzog&deMeuronandFrench interiorsmasterPierre-YvesRochon.Here,

Defortuna shareswithAlexa thedigits behindhisdevelopment.
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PHOTOS BY GETTY IMAGES (3). COURTESY OF PABLO ATCHUGARRY AND HOLLIS TAGGART GALLERIES, NEW YORK. FORTUNE
INTERNATIONAL GROUP. ZUMAMIAMI. BRIONI. JADE SIGNATURE. AUBERGE BEACH RESIDENCE & SPA FORT LAUDERDALE.

Number of
trips the Jade
Signature team
made to Italy and
Greece to source
the stone and
marble used in
the building.
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one
Currency in hiswal-
let. “Typically, the only
currency I need is the
US dollar; credit cards
work everywhere,” says
Defortuna.He keeps
euros, pounds, Peruvian
sols andArgentine
andUruguayan
pesos in his safe.

Feet of AtlanticOceanbeachfront atAubergeBeach
Residence&Spa,which Fortune Internationalwill open late
this year in Fort Lauderdale in a tie-upwithAubergeResorts.

Brioni suits he
owns. “As far as a
uniform, during
the week I always
wear a custom-
tailored suit.”

six
Times amonth, on average,
he eats out. His favoriteMiami
restaurants areCipriani and

Zuma (dish, above).

15
27K

Mileshe’s flown
so far thisyear,on
trips toAspen,Colo.;
Toronto;BuenosAires
(pictured); andPunta
delEste,Uruguay,
mostly forwork.

3
Works byUruguayan

sculptor Pablo
Atchugarry in his art
collection. “Mywife
and I always visit him
andhiswifewhen

we’re in Punta del Este.
I enjoy the experience
ofmeeting the artist
andbecoming friends.”

Edgardo
Defortuna
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